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ABSTRACT. In this paper, we establish continuous and compact embeddings for a new class of
Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces in unbounded domains driven by a double phase operator with vari-
able exponents that depend on the unknown solution and its gradient. Using these embeddings and
an abstract critical point theorem, we prove the existence and multiplicity of weak solutions for such
problems associated with this new operator in the whole space R?. This work can be seen as a
continuation of the recent paper by Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-Radulescu [6].

1. INTRODUCTION
Given d > 3, this paper is concerned with the following problem

_div (|vu‘p(z,|Vu|)72vu+u(x)‘vu‘4(1,|vu|)*2vu>

(1.1)
+V(x) (|u|p(r7\u|)—2u + M(x)|u|q(rylul)—2u) = \f(z,u), z€R%

where p, q, f: RYxR — R are three Carathéodory functions satisfying certain assumptions, V: R? — R
is a measurable function, 0 < pu(-) € C%1(RY), and X is a positive constant.

Problems with functionals whose growth conditions depend on the solution or its gradient have
been studied very effectively in various applications, including digital image denoising, non-Newtonian
fluid flow through porous media, phase transitions, and fluid dynamics, among others, see the works by
Blomgren—Chan-Mulet—Wong [19], Blomgren—Chan-Mulet—Vese-Wan [20], Bollt—Chartrand-Esedoglu—
Schultz—Vixie [21] and Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-R&dulescu [6] for an overview. These problems
generally focus on minimizing functionals where the growth behavior is closely related to the size of
the gradient or the solution itself. This paper can be seen as a continuation of the work by Bahrouni—
Bahrouni-Hlel Missaoui-R&dulescu [6], extending the analysis made in their work to the entire space
R?. In particular, we establish fundamental results concerning the continuity and compactness of
embeddings for the associated function spaces related to our operator. Specifically, we prove the
important continuous and compact embeddings, as outlined in Theorems 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6.

The study of nonlinear problems in unbounded domains in R, such as our problem (1.1), presents
significant challenges, primarily due to the lack of compactness in the embedding of the solution
space into appropriate Lebesgue-type spaces. This issue creates substantial difficulties in establishing
existence and multiplicity results for possible solutions. Moreover, the specific dependence of the
exponents on the unknown solution and its gradient further complicates the analysis. These challenges
require the development of a refined and innovative technical framework to support our main findings.

Problem (1.1) is driven by the following new double phase type operator

u+— —div (a(z, |Vu|)Vu) + V(z)a(z, |u|)u, (1.2)
where a: R? x R — R is defined as
a2, ) = [P0 4 (o)1=, (1.3
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The main feature of the operator given in (1.2) is its ability to switch seamlessly between the regions
{r € R?: p(z) =0} and {x € R%: u(x) > 0}. This continuous switching behavior is what gives it the
name “double phase” operator.

In the last decade, the study of double phase problems has attracted great interest due to their
ability to model complex phenomena and materials with heterogeneous properties. Double phase
operators, such as

—div (|VuP*Vu + p(z)|VulT*Vu) (1.4)

(considering the case when p(z,t) = p and ¢(z,t) = ¢ in our operator), with the related energy

functional

p q

I(u):/ ('W I ikl )dax (1.5)
Q p q

with Q being a domain in R?, were first introduced by Zhikov [71, 72] (see also Zhikov-Kozlov—
Oleinik [73]) in connection with the investigation of materials with strong anisotropy. The differential
operator and the energy functional given in (1.4) and (1.5) appear in various physical applications,
such as transonic flows (see Bahrouni-Radulescu-Repovs [9], quantum physics (see Benci-D’Avenia—
Fortunato—Pisani [10]), reaction-diffusion systems (see Cherfils-II’yasov [25]), and non-Newtonian fluids
(see Liu-Dai [53]).

It should be noted that double phase integrals of the form (1.5) are very special cases of the
groundbreaking works by Marcellini [58, 59] concerning problems with nonstandard growth and p, g-
growth conditions. In fact, the regularity theory in [58] also applies to the double phase integrals. In
this direction we also mention the recent works with u-dependence by Cupini-Marcellini-Mascolo [32]
and Marcellini [57], see also the paper by Marcellini [56] concerning recent results about problems with
nonstandard growth. Later, the regularity results obtained by Marcellini for the special case of the
double phase setting have been improved by a series of papers by Baroni-Colombo-Mingione [10, 11, 12]
and Colombo-Mingione [29, 30]. Indeed, in contrast to [58] in which u(-) must be Lipschitz for the
double phase setting, the papers by Baroni, Colombo and Mingione require just a Holder continuity
of the weight function u(-). Further regularity results for double phase integrals and nonautonomous
integrals can be found in the works by De Filippis—Mingione [37, 38, 39, 40], De Filippis—Oh [41]
and De Filippis—Palatucci [12], see also the overview paper by Mingione-R&dulescu [60] about recent
developments in problems with nonstandard growth and nonuniform ellipticity.

There is now a considerable amount of literature and a growing interest in double phase equations
governed by the operator (1.4). While it is impossible to provide a comprehensive list, some pioneering
works on the existence, nonexistence, and uniqueness of solutions include the works by Ambrosio—

Essebei [2], Arora—Fiscella-Mukherjee-Winkert [5], Biagi-Esposito—Vecchi [18], Colasuonno—Squassina
[28], Gasiriski—Papageorgiou [13], Gasiriski-Winkert [44], Ge-Pucci [45], Liu-Dai [51, 52, 53], Liu-
Winkert [54], Papageorgiou—Pudelko-Réadulescu [62], see also the references therein.

The study of the double phase operator and the associated function space was recently advanced by
Crespo—Blanco—Gasiniski-Harjulehto-Winkert [31]. Specifically, the authors investigate a quasilinear
elliptic equation formulated by the following double phase operator with variable exponents:

A(u) = —div (|Vu|p(z)72Vu + ,u(x)|Vu|q(m)72Vu) ., for all w € WHH(Q), (1.6)

with p, ¢ € C(Q) such that 1 < p(x) < d, p(x) < q(z) forallz € Q and 0 < pu(-) € L(Q) and WH(Q)
is the corresponding Musielak—Orlicz Sobolev space being a uniformly convex space. The paper by
Crespo-Blanco—Gasinski-Harjulehto-Winkert [31] was fundamental in this field and led to further
studies on the existence, multiplicity and regularity of solutions to different types of problems driven
by the operator A using various methods and techniques. We emphasize the works by Arora—Dwivedi
[1] and Liu-Dai-Papageorgiou—Winkert [55], who used the fibering method and the Nehari manifold to
establish the existence of at least two weak solutions for singular double phase problems. Ha—Ho [16]
then introduced a Lions-type concentration-compactness principle for spaces associated with the double
phase operator defined in (1.6) to overcome the lack of compactness which is caused by the presence of
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a critical exponent in the nonlinear data and allows the existence and concentration of solutions to be
investigated. Subsequently, Ho-Winkert [47] applied an abstract critical point result due to Kajikiya
[19] along with recent a priori bounds to demonstrate a sequence of nontrivial solutions to Kirchhoff
double phase problems with variable exponents. Kim-Kim—-Oh—Zeng [50] proved the existence and
multiplicity of solutions to concave-convex-type double phase problems, showing that these solutions
are bounded. Finally, Vetro-Winkert [69] used truncation arguments and comparison methods to
prove the existence of at least two constant-sign solutions.

Recently, Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-R&dulescu [6] investigated problems involving the operator
div (a(z, |Vu|)Vu) in a bounded Lipschitz domain Q with a as given in (1.3). The novelty of this work,
in comparison to the double phase operator with variable exponents (1.6), lies in the fact that the
exponents depend on the gradient of the solution. To the best of our knowledge, it is noteworthy that
the paper in [6] was the first to investigate this problem in a bounded domain with variable exponents
whereby this is a special case. Under certain assumptions on p, ¢, and u, the authors explored the
properties of the Musielak-Orlicz spaces L™(2) and the Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces W17 (Q),
where H: Q x [0,400) — R is defined by

t
H(x,t) :/ h(z,s)ds, (1.7)
0
and h: R? x R — R is defined by

W) = a(z, [t])t, fort #0, (1.8)
0, for t = 0. '

with a(-,-) as defined in (1.3). This generalized N-function (see Definition 2.1) is of particular impor-
tance due to the novel dependence of the variable exponents on the unknown solution and its gradient.
This dependence creates new complexities and challenges in the analysis of such operators. Using the
recent embedding results in Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces proven by Cianchi-Diening [27], Bahrouni—
Bahrouni-Missaoui-Réadulescu [6] obtained several continuous and compact embedding results for the
spaces WHH(Q) and W, () into Musielak spaces, where Q is bounded Lipschitz domain in R

Building on the results of the paper [(], we perform a deeper analysis of the operator (1.2) in the
whole space, using the N-function H with variable exponents as a basis. The exponents p and ¢ satisfy
the following hypotheses:

(H) (i) Functions p and ¢ are bounded, that is,

2<p := essinf p(x,t)<pti= esssup p(a,t)<d,
(z,t)ERIXR4 (z,t)ERIXR4

2<q := essinf gq(z,t)<q":= esssup q(z,t) < +oo,
(w,t)E]RdXR+ (aj7t)€RdXR+

and
_ . dp” d
p(z,t) < g(x,t) < p, = T for a.a.x € R® and for all ¢ > 0.
-Pp

(ii) The functions p and ¢ are two Carathéodory functions. Furthermore, they exhibit a
constant behavior equal p(z) = p(x,1) and ¢(z) = ¢(x,1), respectively, for all ¢ € [0,1]
and a nondecreasing behavior for ¢ > 1.

(ii) There exist constant c,,c, > 0 such that

Ip(z,t) —p(y,t)| < cple —y[ and |q(z,t) — q(y, )| < cqlz -y,

for all £ > 0 and for a.a.z,y € RY.
+

.\ 4 1

iv) — <1+ -.

(iv) &< g

The first objective of this paper is to extend the work of Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-Radulescu
[6] by investigating the embedding properties of the associated function spaces in RY. First, we

want to establish new continuous embedding results for Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces W17 (R9)
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into L*(R?), where H. is the Sobolev conjugate of H (see Definition 2.19). We must first give the
following definition.

Definition 1.1. We say that a generalized N-function H satisfies the boundedness condition if there
exist C,Cy > 0 such that
Cy < H(z,1) < Cy  forall x € Q. (B)

Our first result for continuous embeddings reads as follows.

Theorem 1.2 (Continuous embedding). Let hypotheses (H) be satisfied. Then, the following hold:
(i) the embedding WHH(RY) — L*+(RY) is continuous;
(ii) for any generalized N-function V satisfying (B),

t)t
l<v < v(z,?) <ot <400 forall z € R and for all t > 0, (1.9)
V(a: t)
with V(z,t) fo
V < Hs, (1.10)
where < is defined in Definition 2.4 and
t
V(z,1) =0 wuniformly in x € R?, (1.11)

|t\lglo H(z,t)
the embedding
WHH(RY) — LY(RY)
18 continuous.

The above theorem is new to the literature, and we have drawn inspiration from the recent work
of Cianchi-Diening [27] to get our continuous embedding results for Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces
in R%. It is important to note that in our case the explicit form of H is unknown, which poses an
additional challenge when setting up theorem 1.2.

The main difficulty in the study of problem (1.1) on the whole space R? is the lack of compactness.
To overcome this, one can use the method of unbounded potential, i.e. the problem contains a term
with unbounded potential. Next, we introduce the hypotheses on the potential function V:

(Vo) (i) V € C(R%R) and there exists Vy > 0 such that V(x) > Vj for any = € R%
(ii) the set {# € R?: V(x) < L} has finite Lebesgue measure for each L > 0.

i)
(V1) (i) the same as (V5)(i);
)

(it dy = 0 with By(z) = {y e R?: |y — 2| < 1}.

|T|—>+oo B () V( )
Next, we define the following subspace of W17 (R?):

W‘}H(Rd) = {u € WIH(RY): / V()H(z,u)dz < oo} ,
R4
endowed with the norm

lulyy gty = IVl ey + Jul s o,

with [u]y 19 ray as in (2.6) and

ol gt oy == inf{)\ >0: /R V()M (:E “(;”)) < 1}.

Our main results about compact embeddings are given in the next theorems.

Theorem 1.3 (Compact embedding). Let hypotheses (H) and (Vy) be satisfied. Then, the embedding
W H(RY) s LH(R?) is compact.

As a consequence of the last theorem, we can give the following result.
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Theorem 1.4 (Compact embedding). Assume that conditions (H) and (V) hold. Let V be a gener-
alized N-function that satisfies (B), (1.9), (1.10), and at least one of the following conditions:

(1) It holds

limsup —————% < 400 uniformly in x € R*.. B
1 H G ) formly .
(2) There exists a € (0,1) such that
V(x, [t]) < H(x, |[t)Ha(z, )™ for all [t| <1 and all x € R™. (1.12)

Then, the space W‘l/H (R%) is compactly embedded into LY (R?).
Consequently, we can establish the following result.
Theorem 1.5 (Compact embedding). Assume that conditions (H) and (V1) hold.
(i) The continuous embedding W, (R%) < L"(R?) holds for r € [p~,ps], where p; = d{p;,.
(ii) The compact embedding Wiy (R?) < L™ (R?) holds for r € [p~,p5|.

Let us discuss the significance of the assumptions (V5) and (V7). The hypotheses (V5) was introduced
by Bartsch—Wang [14], which ensures the compact embedding of the solution space into Lebesgue space
while the assumptions in (V1) has been introduced by Benci-Fortunato [15] in which the authors studied
the spectrum of the Schrédinger operator with potential V. In 2002, Salvatore [65, Proposition 3.1
and Remark 3.2] make a comparison between the two hypotheses and conclude that the assumption
(V1) is strictly weaker than (). The work by Bartsch-Wang [14] has inspired numerous studies
on nonlinear equations involving various operators and unbounded potentials. In this context, we
cite some relevant works and their references that were fundamental to our study. Under assumption
(V), Silva—Carvalho—de Albuquerque-Bahrouni [66] demonstrated continuous and compact embedding
results for fractional Orlicz spaces. Similar results are presented by Bahrouni—Missaoui-Ounaies [7] for
fractional Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces. Regarding assumption (1), Bartolo-Candela—Salvatore [13]
examined continuous and compact embeddings of the weighted Sobolev space W‘l,’p (R%) into Lebesgue
spaces. Building on this, Stegliniski [67], established an embedding result for the weighted Musielak-
Orlicz Sobolev spaces associated with the classical double phase N-function (related to the operator
(1.4)). Theorems 1.3, 1.4 and 1.5 are a further development of the previous work by dealing with the
new double phase problem (1.1), where the exponents depend on both the solution and its gradient.

In the next result, we denote by W2 (R?) the subspace of W1 (R?) consisting of all radial functions
and we present a key result concerning the embedding theory within Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces,
with a particular focus on radially symmetric functions. This theorem offers significant insights into
the behavior of these functions and their embeddings into other Musielak-Orlicz spaces.

Theorem 1.6 (Strauss radial embedding). Let condition (H) be satisfied and V be a generalized N-
function satisfying (B), (1.9), (1.10), and (1.11). Then, the space Wr{i’;{(Rd) is compactly embedded
into LY (R?).

It is generally recognized in the literature that Strauss’ radial embedding results provide an al-
ternative approach to solving problems with lack of compactness, especially when the potential V is
constant. The pioneering work in this field is attributed to Strauss [68], where the potential V(-) is
constant. In this groundbreaking work, Strauss introduced the well-known compactness lemma for
radially symmetric functions, which has since become a fundamental tool in analyzing such problems.
The unknown specific form of the function H and the dependence of the exponents p and ¢ both on the
unknown solution and its gradient make it difficult to apply classical techniques to prove the Strauss
embedding theorem. As a result, it is necessary to extend the well-known “Lions Lemma” to the new
Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces in order to establish the theorem 1.6. Note that Liu-Dai [52] have
established a version of the theorem 1.6 with a constant variable exponent by comparing era’;{ (R%)
with W2 (RY).

rad
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However, in Theorem 1.6 we prove a generalized result for compact embeddings for our radial
function space, not in a Lebesgue space, but in a generalized Musielak-Orlicz space under certain
assumptions, despite the challenges posed by the dependence of the exponents on the solution and its
gradient.

Theorem 1.7 (Lions-type lemma). Let (H) be satisfied and V be a generalized N-function satisfying
(B), (1.9), (1.10), and (1.11). Furthermore, let {u, }nen be a bounded sequence in W7 (RY) such that
u, — 0 in WHH(RY) and

lim
n——+oo

sup / H(z,uy,)dz| =0 for somer > 0. (1.13)
yER J B (y)

Then, u, — 0 in LY (R4).

Having obtained the embedding results, we apply them to study the existence and multiplicity of
weak solutions of equation (1.1) involving the double phase operator (1.2). This is our last main
goal in this paper. Our main tool in this investigation is a theorem on the existence of two critical
points established by Bonanno-D’Agui [23, Theorem 2.1 and Remark 2.2]. This theorem is an im-
portant consequence of Bonanno’s local minimal theorem [22, Theorem 2.3] in conjunction with the
Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz theorem.

For the the nonlinearity f, we suppose the following hypotheses.

(F) f: R?x R — R is a Carathéodory function (i.e. f(-,¢) is measurable in R¢ for all + € R and
f(x,-) is continuous in R for a.a.xz € R? ), such that
(i) There exist a generalized N-function B(z,t) = fot b(x, s) ds such that

|f(z,t)] < b(x,[t]) for all t € R and for a.a.z € RY,

and

bty bz, )t
+ < := inf ! <pt .= !
¢ b =By S TS Ry <P

for a.a.z € RY,
F
)
t—+oo |t|tfr
(iii) f(z,t) = o (mp:l) as |t| — 0 uniformly in = € R.
(iv) F(x,t) = q%f(x,t)t — F(z,t) > 0 for |t| large and there exist constants o > pi_, >0
and rg > 0, such that
\f(z,8)] < &t|P” "D F(x,¢) for all (z,¢) € R? x R with || > ro. (1.14)

t
= 400 uniformly in € R, where F(z,t) = / f(z,s)ds.
0

Example 1.8. Let f: R x R — R be the function defined by
1 |te =1t
gt 1+ [t]

Sy t) = [ 21+ 1) +
Its associated primitive function is given by
1 +
F(z,t) = q—+|t|q In(1 + |¢]).
It is clear that the nonlinearity f satisfies conditions (F)(i)—(iii). To verify (iv), we compute
1 tat+!
(@F)? 1+t

which is strictly positive for large values of |t|. Furthermore, the function f satisfies the inequality
(1.14) for

F(z,t) = qétf(x,t) — F(z,t) =

q+

jfgogg—————a
P gt —p~ +1
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Now, we present the main existence result of this paper.

Theorem 1.9. Assume that (H), (V) and (F) hold. Furthermore, suppose that there exist two positive
constants r,n satisfying
max {n"~,n?*} < or, (1.15)

such that

(Hy) F(z,t) >0 for a.a.x € Q and for all t € [0,n)];

(Hz) a(r) < B(n),
where §, a(r), and S(n) will be defined in Section / (see (4.19), (4.20), and (4.21), respectively). Then,
for each A € A, where

1 1
NREEEN)
Bn) alr)
problem (1.1) has at least two nontrivial weak solutions ux1,ux2 € W&,’H(Rd) with opposite energy
sign.

The condition (iv) in (F) is crucial for proving that every Cerami sequence is bounded (see step
1 in Lemma 4.6). It was initially introduced by Ding—Lee [34] for some scalar Schrédinger equations
and later slightly modified in Bahrouni-Missaoui-R&dulescu [8] for some nonlinear Robin problems in
Orlicz spaces. Note that there are some nonlinearities that fulfill condition (iv) but do not satisfy the
following Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz condition (see [8])

(AR) there exists § > ¢* such that 0 < 0F (z,t) < tf(z,t) for a.a.z € R? and for all ¢ # 0.

Recently, Amoroso-Bonanno-D’Agui-Winkert [3] established the existence and multiplicity of bound-
ed solutions for a quasilinear problem driven by the operator (1.6) by using [23, Theorem 2.1 and
Remark 2.2] which will be also our key tool for the proof of Theorem 1.9. The main difference between
their work and ours (aside from the difference in the operators) lies in the assumptions imposed. How-
ever, both our assumption (F)(ii), (iv) and their assumption (Hy)(iii), (iv) in [3] avoid the need for f
to satisfy the usual Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz condition, making them less restrictive. The assumptions
(F) and (Hy) are similar in that way that both require the primitive of f to be ¢*-superlinear. How-
ever, instead of the behavior specified by (Hy)(iii) in [3], we impose a different condition near foo,
as described in (F)(iv). Additionally, we introduce a condition for the behavior of f near the origin,
see (F)(iii). These changes require a new technical analysis to take the Cerami condition into account
(see lemma 4.6).

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we provide the necessary preliminaries, introducing
Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces and discussing the functional setting. In particular, the new Musielak-
Orlicz Sobolev space W1 (R?) and the weighted Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev space le/?-t (R9) are treated
in the subsection 2.2. Section 3 will be devoted to the proofs of the continuous and compact embedding
results, (see Theorems 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6). Finally, Section 4 explores applications, including
some properties of the energy functional and the operator related to our problem (1.1), and the proof
of Theorem 1.9.

2. PRELIMINARIES

This section is divided into two subsections. In the first part, we recall some known definitions
and results about Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces. In the second part, we define the new Musielak-

Orlicz space L7 (R%) and the Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev space W1#(R%). Moreover, we introduce the

functional space W&,H (R%) associated with problem (1.1) and establish additional properties of the

Sobolev conjugate of H, see Lemmas 2.22 and 2.23.

2.1. Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces. In this subsection, we explore definitions and properties
relevant to the Musielak-Orlicz spaces and Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces. We refer to the paper by
Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-Rédulescu [6], Crespo-Blanco—Gasiriski-Harjulehto-Winkert [31], Fan
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[35, 36] and the monographs by Chlebicka-Gwiazda-Swierczewska-Gwiazda [26], Diening—Harjulehto—
Hasto-Ruzicka [33], Harjulehto—Héast6 [18], Musielak [61], Papageorgiou—Winkert [63].

Definition 2.1. A function H: R? x [0,00) — [0,00) is called a generalized N-function if it satisfies
the following conditions:

(1) For a.a.xz € R?, t v H(x,t) is even, continuous, nondecreasing and convex, and for all t > 0,
x — H(z,t) is measurable;

t
(2) lim Hz.t) =0 for a.a.xz € RY;
t—0 t
t
(3) lim ) = 00 for a.a.x € R%
t—o0 t

(4) H(x,t) >0 for allt > 0 and for a.a.z € R? and H(z,0) =0 for a.a.x € R?.

Remark 2.2. We give an equivalent definition of a generalized N-function that admits an integral
representation, see Pick—Kufner—John—Fuéik [64, Definition 4.2.1]. For x € RY and t > 0, we denote
by h(x,t) the right-hand derivative of H(x,-) at t, and define h(x,t) = —h(x,—t) for t < 0. Then for
each x € RY, the function h(x,-) is odd, h(x,t) € R fort € R, h(x,0) =0, h(x,t) > 0 fort >0, h(x,")
is right-continuous and nondecreasing on [0, +00), h(z,t) — 400 ast — +oo, and

It]
H(x,t) = / h(z,s)ds forz € R andt € R.
0

Definition 2.3.

(1) We say that a generalized N-function H satisfies the Ag-condition if there exist Co > 0 and a
nonnegative function m € L*(R?) such that

H(z,2t) < CoH(x,t) +m(z) for a.a.x € R and for all t > 0.

(2) A generalized N-function H is said to satisfy the condition:
(Ao) if there exists 5 € (0,1] such that

B<e(z,1) <

| =

for a.a.x € RY;
(A1) if there exists p € (0,1] such that

Bo @, ) <97 (y,1)

for every t € [1, ﬁ} , for a.a.z,y € B, and every ball B C R* with |B| < 1;

(A2) if for every s > 0 there exist € (0,1] and h € L' (R™) N L™ (R™) such that
B~ (z,t) < ¢ (y,1)
for a.a.x,y € R and for all t € [h(x) + h(y), s].

Definition 2.4. Let Hy and Hs be two generalized N-functions.

(1) We say that Hi increases essentially slower than Ha near infinity and we write H1 < Ha, if
for any k >0

Hi(z, kt)
1m ———
t—o0 HQ(SC, t)

(2) We say that H1 is weaker than Ha, denoted by Hi < Hao, if there exist two positive constants
C1,Cs and a nonnegative function m € L'(R?) such that

Hi(z,t) < C1Hg (x,Cot) + m(z)  for a.a.x € R? and for all t > 0.

=0 wuniformly in z € RY.
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Definition 2.5. For any generalized N-function H, the function H:RIxR >R defined by
H(z,t) :=sup (tr — H(z,7)) for all z € R? and for all t > 0,
7>0

18 called the conjugate function of H.
In view of the definition of the conjugate function H, we have the following Young type inequality:
ro < H(z,7) + H(z,0) for all z € R? and for all 7,0 > 0. (2.1)

Remark 2.6.

(1) Note that the conjugate function H is also a generalized N-function.
(2) If there exist m, ¢ € R such that

h(z,t)t
< <
lsmsaan

then the generalized N-function H satisfies the Aq-condition, see [20].

< forallz € RY and for allt > 0, (2.2)

The next lemma is taken from Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-Radulescu [6, Lemma 2.3].

Lemma 2.7. Let H be a generalized N-function. We suppose that t — h(x,t) is continuous and
nondecreasing for a.a.x € R%. Moreover, we assume that there exist m,f € R such that

1<m< ;L_[((xa;fg; <l forall z € RY and for allt > 0, (2.3)
then,
H(z, h(z,s)) < (( —1)H(x,s) for all s >0 and for all x € R?,
and
L m < I, 5)s <{:= _m for all z € R and for all s > 0,
{— H(gj7 s) m—1

where’Hms fo x,v)dv.
Remark 2.8. Note that the condition (2.3) implies that H and its conjugate function H satisfy the
As-condition.

Now, we can define the Musielak-Orlicz space. For M (R?) being the set of all measurable functions
u: RY - R, we define

L*(RY) := {ue M(R®Y): py(Au) < +oo for some A > 0},
where

pr(u) = | H(zr,u)dzx. (2.4)
Rd

The space L™ (R?) is endowed with the Luxemburg norm
lull L7 (ray == mf{)\ >0: py ()\) < 1}

Proposition 2.9. Let H be a generalized N-function that satisfies the As-condition, then
L*HRY) = {u e MR?): py(u) < +o0}.

Proposition 2.10. Let H be a generalized N-function fulfilling (2.3), then the following assertions
hold:

(1) min{\™ NYH (z,t) < H(x, M) < max{\", N3 H (z,t) for a.a.x € R? and for all \, t > 0.
(2) i { P gy [y} < ) <m0y} for ol LR,
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(3) Let {un} ey C L*(RY) and u € L*(RY), then
un —ullp@ey =0 <= pu(un—u) =0 asn— +oo.
As a consequence of (2.1), we have the following result.

Lemma 2.11 (Holder’s type inequality). Let H be a generalized N-function that satisfies (2.3), then

’/ uv dx
Rd

The subsequent proposition deals with some topological properties of the Musielak-Orlicz space, see
Musielak [61, Theorem 7.7 and Theorem 8.5].

< 2Hu||LH(Rd)||U||Lg(Rd) for all w € L™(RY) and for all v € Lﬁ(Rd).

Proposition 2.12. Let H be a generalized N-function.
(i) The space (L*(R?), | - || 1w a)) is a Banach space.
(ii) If H satisfies (2.2), then L*(RY) is a separable space.
(iii) If H satisfies (2.3), then L™(R?) is a reflexive space.

Now, we are ready to define the Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev space. Let H be a generalized N-function.
The Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev space is defined as follows
WHH(RY) := {u e L*(RY): |Vu| € L*(RY)}.
The space W17 (R?) is endowed with the norm
lullwsomay = l[ull L ray + IVl ey for all uw € WHHR?),
where ||Vul|pwgay = || [Vul || L7 ®a)-

Remark 2.13. If H satisfies (2.3), then the space WL (R?) is a reflexive and separable Banach space
with respect to the norm || - |y1.7 ).

2.2. Functional setting. In this subsection, we turn our attention to the specific generalized N-
function H, see (1.7) and (1.8). It was developed to solve problems involving a double phase operator
with variable exponents, such as in problem (1.1), where the exponents depend on both the unknown
solution and its gradient. Based on the previous subsection, we establish key properties of H, its
conjugate function H, and its associated Sobolev conjugate H.. We then introduce the space W7 (R%)
and summarize its essential properties, see the work of Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-Radulescu [6].
In the last part of this subsection, we focus on the function space W&/H(Rd) which is relevant to our
problem, and we rigorously prove its basic properties.
To this end, we introduce the function H: R? x [0, +-00[— [0, +-00[ by

t t
H(x,t) = / h(z,s)ds = / (576971 4 ()72 as,
0 0

where 0 < pu(-) € C%1(R?) and p(-,-) as well as q(-, -) satisfy (H).

We start with the following proposition, which is proven by Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui—Radulescu
[6, Propositions 3.1 and 3.3].
Proposition 2.14. Let hypotheses (H) (i), (ii) be satisfied. Then following hold:

(i) H is a generalized N-function.
(ii) H and H fulfill the Ag-condition, and we have that

h(x,t)t
< 7_58’2) <q* forallt >0 and for a.a.x € RY. (2.5)

The following proposition plays a crucial role in the proof of the continuous embedding theorem
related to W1 #(R?).

Proposition 2.15. Let hypotheses (H) (1)—(iv) be satisfied. Then, H satisfies (Ap), (A1) and (Asg).
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Proof. For conditions (Ag) and (A;), the proofs are similar to those done by Bahrouni-Bahrouni—
Missaoui-Rédulescu [6, Proposition 3.10]. We only need to prove that H satisfies (Az). To this end,
for t € [0, s] and from (H) (ii) and Proposition 2.14, we have

H(x,t) ~ P,

where ”~” indicates that there exist positive constants ¢; and ¢y depending on s such that c;t? <
H(z,t) < cot? for a.a.z € R? and for all 0 < t < s. Hence, the condition (As) follows from Lemma
4.2.5 by Harjulehto—Hé&st6 [48, Lemma 4.2.5]. O

Thanks to Proposition 2.14, we are ready to define the Musielak-Orlicz space L (R?) by
LR = {u e M(RY): py(u) < 400},

endowed with the following norm
||UHL’H(Rd) = 1Ilf{/\ >0: py (%) < 1}7

where py; is defined as in (2.4). Proceeding similarly to Subsection 2.1, we can introduce the space
WEH(RY) equipped with the norm

[l ray == llullw@ay + [Vl pr ga)- (2.6)

Remark 2.16. According to Proposition 2.1/, the results presented in the previous subsection remain
valid with our special N-function H. This includes Proposition 2.10 with m = p~ and £ = q* as well
as Lemma 2.11 and Proposition 2.12.

Based on the work by de Albuquerque—de Assis—Carvalho—Salort [1], we present an adaptation of the
classical Brézis-Lieb Lemma (see Brézis—Lieb [24]) for modular functions associated with our function

H.

Proposition 2.17 (Brézis-Lieb Lemma in Musielak-Orlicz Spaces). Assume that (H) (i), (ii) hold.
Let {upn }nen be a sequence in L™ (RY) such that u, — u weakly in L™(R?). Then,

Jim (p3(un) = pn(un —u) = pr(u)) =0

Lemma 2.18. Let (H) (i), (ii) be satisfied and B C R? be a measurable set with |B| < co. Then,
there exist Cy, Co > 0 such that

o a o a
Crmin {|BI7, |7} < |xplince) < Camax {|Bl>", [BI¥ }.
Proof. Using Proposition 2.10 and Remark 2.16, we infer that
. - + - +
min {||><B I ay > 1X 5 II%H(W)} < /]R H(x, X, (2)) dz < max {leB 17 ¢ ey » X5 ||qLH(Rd)} @1

Furthermore, using assumption (H) (i), we find that

1 1
— [B| < / H(x, x5 (1) do = / H(z, 1) dz < —(1+ |p| oo (gay) [B - (2.8)
p Rd B p
By combining (2.7) and (2.8), we deduce that
N a 1 a
min {(C1 B, (CIB T } < lxall g ey < max {(Ca | B)7 ,(C2|BI)7 },
where C = p% and Cy = p%(l + ||4]loo)- This concludes the proof. O

Definition 2.19.
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(i) The Sobolev conjugate of H is defined as the generalized N-function H. given by
H(z,t) :=H (x,N *(z,t)) forzeR andt >0,
where N': R x [0, +00) — [0, +00) is the function defined by

N(z,t) := (/()t (’H(;, T)>dl dT> d forz € R and t >0, (2.9)

with d' = 5% and

2max {H (z, L Mz, 1)t) ,2t—1} =1  ift>1
limsup max {H (z,H ' (z,1)t) 2t — 1} f0<t <1,

|z| =400

H(z,t) =

for all x € RY.
(ii) Assume that ¢ is a generalized N-function. The homogeneous Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev space
V512 (Q) is defined as
Vie(RY) = {u e WhH(RY): |Vu| € L“’(Rd)} .
Let Q be a bounded open set such that @ C R?, then

lull 21 ) + I VullLe e
defines a norm on V1:#(R%).
(iii) We also define the space

le’q’(Rd) = {u e VIP(RY: [{|u| > t}| < oo for every t > 0} ,
where | - | is the Lebesque measure and it can equipped with the norm
IVul Lo ray-

Remark 2.20. By Propositions 2.1/ and 2.15, we know that H satisfies the Ay-condition and (Ay).

Therefore, invoking the recent work by Cianchi-Diening [27], the function H is equivalent, in the sense
of the relation =, to the function

H(zx,t) ft>1
H(x,t) == Pos
(=) Hoo(t) := limsup H(z,t) = — + Hoo jase ifo<t<1,
|z|—+o0 P LS
for all x € RY, where poo, oo and pos represent the supremum limits (ip(:v), q(z), and p(x), re-
spectively, as |x| — +oo. Thus, by [27, Remark 3.2], we can replace H with H° in definition of
Hy. This equivalence and substitution are crucial for simplifying our subsequent analysis and ensuring
consistency within the framework of our definitions and propositions.

Proposition 2.21. Assume hypotheses (H)(i) and (ii). Then the following hold:

(1) min {&r”, 67" b Ao (@, ) < HO(, 60) < max {77, €0} 1 (o, 1).
(2) p~ < m < q" for allt >0 and for a.a.x € R?, where

ho(x t) _ h(.’l?,t), fO’f’tZ 1a
UML), if0<t<l1.
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Proof. Clearly, H°(z,t) = H(x,t) for a.a.2 € R? and for all t > 1. Therefore, for ¢ > 1, conditions (1)
and (2) follow from Propositions 2.10 and 2.14. For 0 < ¢ < 1, consider the function G: RIXR - R
defined by
Gla,t) = 2 4 o2 jan
Po oo

Note that G is a generalized N-function that satisfies (2.3) with m = p~ and £ = ¢T, and therefore
satisfies the conditions of Propositions 2.10 and 2.14. Thus, since Hoo = Gl[O,l] for 0 <t <1, we can
conclude the proof. 0

Now, we require the following two lemmas.

Lemma 2.22. Under the assumptions (H)(i), (ii), the following inequality holds:
min {tp:,tqj } Hai(z, &) < Halz, t€) < max {t”:,tqr}H*(x,@, for all t,& >0,

d,
where p, = L — and ¢, =
p

d—
Proof. By the definition of N (see (2.9) and Remark 2.20), for all ¢ > 0 and £ > 0, we have

o= ([* ) o) "o ([ i) )

Using Proposition 2.21-(1), for all 0 < ¢t <1 and £ > 0, we get

d—1 ¢ ts T E (d%l*qtfl) 3 s = K8
Nnt =t </0 (#9) ‘“) B </0 (7tem) ‘“)
=t N (. 6)
and
[ fF ts &\ _ (e [ ff s NI\ T
N(z,t&) >t </0 <tp7-[°(x, s)> ds) =t (/0 <’H°(m, s)> ds>
=t N(a,¢)
Thus,
tF N (2,€) < N, 1€) < £ N(2,€), forall 0< ¢ < 1and all € > 0.
Similarly, we have
PN (2, €) < N, 88) < 8 N(2,€), forall ¢ > 1 and all £ > 0,
Combining these results, we obtain
CoON (x,8) < N(z,t8) < (N (2,§), forallt,& >0, (2.10)

where

. d=p_ d—gt d—p~ d—qt
Co(t):mln{t d -t 4 } and Cl(t):max{t Tt d }

Therefore, inserting 7 = N (x,¢) and £ = (o(t) into the inequality (2.10), i.e., £ = N7'(z,7) and
t= (5t (k), we get

wT < Nz, ¢ (RN, 7).
Since A/ ~! is non-decreasing, we infer that
N7z, w7) < NN (2, 1), for all k,7 > 0.



14 A.E. BAHROUNI, A. BAHROUNI, AND P. WINKERT

Similarly, putting 7 = N (2, ) and s = (1(t) into the inequality (2.10), we obtain
G RN 2, 7) S Nz, w7), for all k,7 > 0.

From these results, it follows that

min {t#,tﬁ}/\/_l(x,g) <Nz, t€) < max {t#,tﬁ}/\/_l(m,f), for all t,£ > 0.
It follows, from Proposition 2.21-(1), that

min {tp:,tqr}'}-l*(x,ﬁ) < Hi(z, t€) < max {tp:,tq:r } H.(z,§), forallt,&>0,
dc?;f and ¢ = ddq;+.
Lemma 2.23. Let hypotheses (H)(i), (ii), be satisfied.
(i) It holds

This completes the proof. O

where p, =

<qf, forallt>0,

where H.(z,t) :/ hy(z,s)ds.
0
(ii) The function H. satisfies the Aq-condition and it holds
. I @ Py af
min { [l e, gy 0l Foee gy} < [ Helws) da < masc { el g il S gy
(R) (R) Rd (Re) (R?)
for all u € LM+ (R?).
Proof. (i) From Lemma 2.22, we have
P Ho(z,2) < Hol,t2) < tQjH*(m, z) forall ¢ > 1 and for all z > 0,
which implies that
tPx — 1P« Hol(z,t2) — Ho(z,2) 95 — 197
——Ha(x,2) < <
=1 (@) P 1 F—1
for all ¢ > 1 and for all z > 0. Taking the limit as ¢ — 1, we deduce that
o < ha(x,2)z
Ha(z, 2)
(ii) Assertion (ii) follows directly from (i) and Remark 2.8. This concludes the proof. O

Ho(z, 2)

<gf forall 2> 0.

Using an argument similar to the one presented in the proof of Lemma 2.14 by Bahrouni-Missaoui-
Ounaies [7], we derive the following lemma.

Lemma 2.24. Let hypotheses (H)(i), (ii) be satisfied. Then, there exists a generalized N-function R
that satisfies the following conditions:

r(x,t)t
R(z,t)
(2) There exist constants c¢1,co > 0 such that

(1) 1<r= <

<rt < p—i for a.a.x € R% and for all t > 0.
q

c1 < R(x,1) <cy for a.a.x € RL
(3) RoH < H..
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In the following paragraph, we focus on the weighted functional space associated with our problem
(1.1) where V' # 1. We consider the function Hy defined as

Hy : RY x [0, +o00[— [0, +o0[, (x,t) — V(z)H(x,1).

For the rest of this part, we assume that V fulfills the assumption (V()(i). Invoking the hypothesis
(Vo)(i) and Proposition 2.14, it is easy to prove that Hy is a generalized N-function and satisfies the
As-condition under the assumption (H)(i), (ii). By this fact we can define the weighted Musielak-Orlicz

space (LERY), |- ) o

LYE(RY) = {u € M(RY): /Rd Hy (2, |ul) do < +oo} ,

endowed with the Luxemburg norm

lull s ety = inf{A =0 [ uy (ﬂ;') dr < 1}.
Rd

Remark 2.25. Clearly, the function Hy satisfies the inequality (2.3) with m = p~ and £ = q™.
Therefore, the results of Proposition 2.12 regarding the space L™V (RYN) are valid. Moreover, the
relationships between the norm in L™V (R™) and the modular associated with Hy still hold, as described
i Proposition 2.10.

Next, we define the weighted Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev space W&’H(Rd) by
Wyt (RY) = {u e LER?Y): [Vu| € L¥(RY)},
and it is equipped with the norm
Hu”W‘l/“(Rd) = [IVull| L ga)y + Hu||L7‘}(Rd)'

Let us define p: Wi* (R?) — R by p(u) = pu(Vu) + pyvx(u), ie.
o) = [ HGa [ Ful) dot [ Hy (o]ul) da,
R? R?
The norm || - \|W\1/,H(Rd) and the modular p have the following relationships. We refer to Zhang—Zuo—
Rédulescu [70, Lemma 2.4] for the case of constant exponent.
Proposition 2.26. Let (H) and (V) (i) be satisfied. Then, the following hold:
. + -
6) 17 ol ey < 1o them ey < 00) <l -
. - +
() 1 [l ey > 1 them [l gy < () <
(iii) ||UHW\1/‘H(Rd) — 0 < p(u) — 0.
(iv) ||U‘|W\1/,H(Rd) — 400 <= p(u) = +o0.

3. EMBEDDING RESULTS

In this section, based on the papers by Bahrouni-Missaoui-Ounaies [7] and Cianchi-Diening [27],
we present our main embedding results (continuous and compact) for the three spaces W1 *(R9),
W (RY) and W2 (R?). Therefore, we divide this section into three parts.

3.1. Continuous embedding of W1 *(R?) (Theorem 1.2). We begin by stating the following
lemma, which will be useful in the proof of Theorem 1.2.

Lemma 3.1. Let (H) (i), (ii) be satisfied. Then, the embedding
WEH(RY) — VIH(RY). (3.1)

15 continuous.
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Proof. First, it is clear that

luby 24 gy < Tl g,
Hence, it suffices to prove that
WHH(RY) € VI H(RY). (3.2)
To this end, let u € WM (R?). Arguing by contradiction, suppose that there exists A\g > 0 such that
[{z € R%: |u(z)] > Ao }| = +o0. Since u € L*(R?), one has

H(z,u)dr < co. (3.3)
Rd
Moreover, using Proposition 2.14(ii), we obtain
1
H(z,w)dr > / H(z,u)dr > / H(z, Xo) da > T—/ Xoh(z, o) dx
R4 E:={z€R?: |u|>No} FE q FE
1 A 1 . +
= : (/\g(x’ o) 4 u(x))\g(x’“(’)> dz > prs mm{)\g ,1} |E| = 400,
and this contradicts (3.3). The inclusion (3.2) is therefore established. The proof is complete. O

Now, we are in the position to prove Theorem 1.2.

Proof of Theorem 1.2. (i) First, invoking Proposition 2.15, we know that H satisfies the conditions
(Ag), (A1), and (Az). Moreover, since p* < d, we can see that

()«
— dtg/idt<+oo.
0 \Hoo(t) Otpjfll

Therefore, according to Theorem 3.1 by Cianchi-Diening [27], we have that
VR (RY) s L7 (RY). (3.4)
Combining (3.1) and (3.4), we conclude that
WhH(RY) s VIH(RY) — LH(RY).

Then, we conclude (i).
(ii) Invoking conditions (1.10) and (1.11), we can find §,7 > 0 such that

V(z,t) < H(x,t) for all [t| <& and for all z € R?,
V(z,t) < H.(x,t) for all [t| > T and for all z € RY.
From (1.9), (B), and Proposition 2.10, it follows that

V(z,u(z))dx
Rd

Hi(z,u(x))dr H(z,u(z))dx V(z,u(x))dx
S/{u|>T} (o) +/{IU<5} (@) +/{5<UI<T} (v ulw)

S/ ’H*(x,u(x))dx—&—/ H(x,u(x))dx—l—/ V(z,T)dx
{lulzT} {lul<6} {o<]ul<T}

H(z,u(x))dx H(x,u(x))dx (3.5)
<[ it [ )

{lul<s}

+ max {TU’,TU*}/ V(z,1)de
{o<|ul<T}

< /{ PO | ) ds

{lul<6}
+ Cymax{T" , T”+}|{5 < |ul < T}, forall u e WH?(RY)
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and for some constant C3 > 0. On the other hand, using (B) and Proposition 2.10, we obtain
1
6l <TH < [
{s<lul<T} H(2,0)
1 1
< T o= ot
mln{(sp ’511 } {6<|u|<T} '}—[(937 1)
1
< : —
Cymin{d6P™, 69"} Jis<juj<Ty
1
< dx.
~ Cymin{ér~, 07"} /]Rd Hlz, u(z)) de

Combining (3.5) and (3.6), we get our desired result. This concludes the proof. O

H(z,u(x))dx

H(z,u(z)) dx
(3.6)
H(z,u(z))dx

3.2. Compact embedding of W&’H(Rd). In this subsection we give the proofs of Theorems 1.3, 1.4
and 1.5.

Proof of Theorem 1.5. Let {un}, oy C W‘l/’H (R%) be a sequence such that u,, — u weakly in W‘l/’H(Rd).
First, from (V()(i), it is clear that W‘l,’H(Rd) — WLH(R?). Consequently, by applying [6, Theorem

3.12], we obtain that u, — u strongly in L (R?). We aim to demonstrate that u,, — u strongly in

L*(R%). By Brézis-Lieb’s theorem, see Proposition 2.17, it suffices to show that
Q= H(z,up) dz — H(z,u)d.
Rd Rd
Given a bounded sequence {a,},cy in R, we can extract a subsequence such that o, — «. Hence, by
Fatou’s lemma, we have

a> H(z,u)dx. (3.7)
Rd
Utilizing [6, Theorem 3.12], we obtain
H(z,up)de — H(z,u)dx, (3.8)
B, B,
where B, := B,(0).
Claim: For a given ¢ > 0, there exists r = r(¢) > 0 such that
H(z,uy,)dz < g,
Bz
for n € N sufficiently large.
Indeed, for a given € > 0, let L > 0 be such that

2 - +
z P q
_ max {M, Sl%llpmax{HunHW‘l/H(Rd), HU”HW‘}”(W)}} <L, (3.9)

where M will be specified later. Applying Lemma 2.24, we can find a generalized N-function R such
that R o H < H., which implies the existence of constants Cy > 0 and T > 0 satisfying

Rz, H(x,t)) < CyH,(z,t) for all z € R? and for all t > T (3.10)
Now, we define the function f: [0,400) — R by

rt_1 r— —1
f(t) := max {t PRI A } for all ¢t > 0,
where r~ and 7" are defined in Lemma 2.24. It is clear that f is continuous and }irr(lJ f() = 0.
—

According to (Vp)(ii), we can choose r > 1 sufficiently large such that

F({z e BY0): V(z) < L}|) < ﬁ (3.11)



18 A.E. BAHROUNI, A. BAHROUNI, AND P. WINKERT

Next, define the sets
C:={xeB0): V(z)>L} and B:={xe€ B:(0): V(z)<L}.
By Proposition 2.10 and (3. 9) one has

V(x 1 €
/7—[ 2, up) dz < / (zun)dz < 7 max{”unHWl gy ||un||W1 H(m} <. (3.12)
On the other hand, from Lemma 2.24 and Holder’s inequality, we obtain
[ o) o < 2 ) i I e (3.13)

where R is the conjugate function of R. Using Lemmas 2.7, 2.18, and 2.24, we find

} — 0s1(B). (3.14)

Applying (3.10), Proposition 2.10, and Lemma 2.24(2), we deduce that

rto1
x5l 7 gay < Csmax q [B] 7,
(R4)

S

(z, H(z,uy,))dx

(xﬂ-[(:v,un))dx—i—/ Rz, H(x,uy,))dx

BN[|un|>T)]

R(z,H(x,T))dz + Cysup | Hi(z,u,)dz
BN[|un|<T] n R4

R
/ Allun |<T]

< / R (:E,max {T”:T‘ﬁ}’ﬂ(z, 1)) dz + Cysup [ Hi(z,u,)dx
BA[Jun |<T]

n Rd

S/ R(J;,max {Tpf,T‘ﬁ}C’g) dx + Cysup Ha(x,uy,) da
BN [|un|<T) n JRd

) (3.15)
_ n r _ + 7‘*}
< max 4 (max{7T? 77 ¢ C ,(max TP [ TT }C R(z,1)dz
/I’j’ﬂ[|u"|<T] {< { } 2) ( { } 2)
+ Cysup | Hi(z,u,)dz
n Rd
r- _ rt
< Co max{ max T”i,Tqu Cy , (max {T? ,Tq+ Cy } dz
S crmax g (max {1 ) (mas {7 1 )
+ Cysup | Hi(z,u,)dz
n Rd
< |Bi|Ty + Cy4 sup/ Ho(z,uy) de,
n Rd
where B C By, for all 0 < £ < 1 small enough, and
r _ rt
T} := co max { (max {T’f , 77" } C’g) , (max {Tp ,T‘ﬁ} 02) } .
Next, we define
M = 205|81|T1 + 20405 sup H* (ZC, Un) dr + 205.
n Rd
Thus, by (3.11), (3.13), (3.14), and (3.15), we obtain
e -
[ Hww) e < B max{|6|r+1 } MF(B) < <. (3.16)
B
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Therefore, in light of (3.12) and (3.16), we conclude that

/ H(x,u,)de = /H(m,un)dx—i—/?{(x,un)dm <e.
Be(0) C B

This shows the Claim.
Exploiting the Claim and (3.8), we find that

H(z,u)dz = H(z,w) dx—|—/ H(z,u)dz
Rd B.(0) Bg(0)

> lim H(x,u,) dx
"m0 JB.(0) (3.17)

= lim H(z,upn)dz — lim H(z,up) dzx
n—o00 Jpd n—o00 Be(0)

> a—¢.

Consequently, combining (3.7) and (3.17), we deduce the proof of the theorem. O

Proof of Theorem 1.4. Given V <« H*, for any € > 0, we can find T" > 0 such that
RACAUN <= for t| > T and for all z € RY, (3.18)
H*(x, |t]) ~ 2k
where & > 0 will be specified later. Consider the sequence {u, }nen C W™ (R?) such that u,, — 0 in
W‘I/H (R%). According to Theorem 1.3, this implies that

u, — 0 in L(RY). (3.19)
We then decompose the integral as follows
/ V(@ [un]) de = / V@, [un]) da + / V@, un]) da. (3.20)
R {lun [>T} {lun|<T}

By invoking Theorem 1.2, we set
K= sup/ H*(x, |uy|) dz < +oo.
n Rd
From (3.18), one has

. (3.21)

N ™

/ V(, Jun|) de < i/ H* (2, Jup|) de <
{Jun|>T} 2K Jpa

To complete the proof, we need to analyze the integral in (3.20) over the set {|u,| < T'}. For this
purpose, we will use either assumption (B) or (1.12).
Under assumption (B):

Let 6 € (0,1). By applying Holder’s inequality, we obtain

V(z, ju,|) de < % o dz o d?—l(x, |un|) da 0. (3.22)
{Jun|<T} (unl<Ty \H (2, [Un]) R

By assumption (Bj), there exist constants 0, Cs > 0 such that
V(x, [un|) < CoH(x,|un]) for all |u,| < and for all z € R%.
If 6 < T, then using (8B) and Proposition 2.10, we have
max {T”+,T”_}V(x,1) _max {T”_,T”+}
min {677,697 } H(z, 1) =¢ min {67~ , 67"}

V(z, [un|)
H(z, [un])

V(x,T)
H(zx,0)

< <
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for |uy| € [6,T] and z € R? with some constant C' > 0 independent of z. Hence,
V(z, [un|)

H(z, [un|)

max{T" ,T"" }
min{§P~, 59"}

< 6’11_9 for all |u,| < T and for all z € R?,

where 5’11_‘9 ‘= max {C’g, C } Consequently,

™
(m) < CiH(z, |un|) for all Ju,| < T and for all z € RY. (3.23)

From (3.19), there exists ng € N such that
€
Jup|)de < ——  for all n > ny. 3.24
/Rd’H(a: |un|) da 2G1 0 or all n > ng (3.24)
Therefore, combining (3.21), (3.22), (3.23), and (3.24), we deduce that

/ V(z, |u,|)de < e. (3.25)
Rd

This completes the proof.
Under assumption (1.12):
Fix € > 0. Then, from (3.19), there exists ny € N such that

1
/Rd H(z, |uy|) dz < min {&7 (4];_() a} for all n > ny, (3.26)
where 5’3 will be defined later.
Again, by (3.19) and assumption (1.12), we obtain
[ Valuhde< [ o ) do
{lun|<1} {lun|<1}
a l—a
< (/ H(z, un) dx) (/ . (, |un|)dx> (3.27)
{lun|<1} {lun|<1}
5
< -.
— 4

If T > 1, then by (3.26), (B), and Proposition 2.10, for all n > ng, we have

V(z,T)
V(z,|u, d:rg/ L H(z, |un|) dz
R AT LRy B s s )
TR V(z,1)
< v v
< max {T ,T } 9 H(x,l)H("T’ |un|) da
< Cy max {T”+,T”7}/ H(x, |uy|) dz (3.28)
R4
< 53/ H(z, |uy|) dz
Rd
<&
47
for some constants Cy > 0 and Cs := Cy max {T”+,T”_ } Thus, by combining (3.21), (3.26), (3.27),
and (3.28), we conclude that (3.25) holds. O

Proof of Theorem 1.5. Let us consider the weighted Sobolev space

WP (RY) = {u c Wh? (RY): V(z)|ulP dz < —l—oo} ,

Rd
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endowed with the norm

] = [full

W‘l/,p* (Rd) . ) —+ HVUHLP’ (]Rd)'

Ly (R

The proof of Theorem 1.5 can be directly obtained by noting that W&’H(Rd) — W‘l/’p (RY) and
invoking Lemma 7 by Stegliriski [67]. O

3.3. Compact embedding of Wi (R?) (Theorem 1.6). In this paragraph, we focus on proving the

rad
Strauss-type embedding theorem given in Theorem 1.6. For this purpose, we first need to demonstrate

the Lions-type lemma given in Theorem 1.7.

Proof of Theorem 1.7. Let {un}nen € WHH(RY) be a sequence satisfying (1.13). Given V < H., for
any € > 0, there exists T' > 0 such that
V(a, |t])

Sl VA
He(w, [t]) —

3i for all |t| > T and for all 2 € RY, (3.29)
K
where « is defined as
K= sup/ Ho(z, |uy|) de < +oo.
n Rd

From (1.11), there exists § > 0 such that
V(z, |t])

Hw 1))

38—0 for all |t| < & and for all 2 € RY, (3.30)
where

0 =sup [ Hz,|u,|)de < +oo.
Rd

n

Consider the decomposition

/ V(a:,|un|)d:c:/ V(z, |un|)dx—|—/ e |un|)dx+/ V(a, [un]) da.
Rd {|un|<68} {6<|un|<T} {lun|>T}

Using (3.29), we obtain

/ V(, [un]) dz < i/ Ho (@, |un|) dz < <. (3.31)
{lun|>T} 3 Jrd 3
Similarly, from (3.30), we have

/ V(@, [un]) dz < — H(z, Jun) dz < Z. (3.32)

{lunl <5} 30 J{junl <5} 3
In the rest of the proof, we consider two cases
Case 1: Suppose
nh_)rrgc {6 < |un| < T} =0.
Thus, there exists ng € N such that
€
{d < |un| < T} < —=—= for all n > ny, (3.33)
3C5Cy
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where 64, 6'5 > () are constants defined later. Consequently, we have

/ H(z, up)de < / H(z,T)dx
{0<|un |<T} {6<|un|<T}

< max {T’f,T’ﬁ} / H(z,1)dx
{6<|un|<T} (3.34)
< Cy max {Tpf,Tqu} {9 < |un| < T}
=~ €
sHO <lun| <TH < 7%

4
For n > ng, using Proposition 2.10, (B), (3.33), and (3.34) we find

T
/ V(z,u,)dx S/ V(z, )H(a:,un) dz
(6<|un|<T} (5<lun|<Ty H(2,0)
maX{T”,TV} V(z,1)

: — H(x,u,)dr
min{o?~, 59"} (6<un|<T} H(zx, 1) ( )

~ max{T"",T" }

3— =
min{ér~, 59"} {8<|un|<T}

< 5’4/ H(z,up) dx
{0<|un|<T}

<
3)

~ ~ =~ max{T"", T}
for some C3 > 0 and Cy = Ogm

H(z,uy,)dx (3.35)

<

. Therefore, using (3.31), (3.32), and (3.35), we conclude
that
/ V(z,u,)dx <e for any ¢ > 0.
R4

This completes the proof for the first case.
Case 2: Assume, up to a subsequence, that

lim [{§ < |un| < T} =M € (0,00).
n—oo
We will show that this case cannot occur. Consider the following claim:
Claim: There exist yo € R and ¢ > 0 such that
0<o<|{d<|un <T}N Br(yo)|

holds true for a subsequence of {uy}nen, which is also labeled as {un}, . The proof follows by
contradiction. Indeed, for each € > 0 and k € N, we have

€

6 < Junl < TYAB(y)] < o7

for all y € R%. Notice that the last estimate holds for any subsequence of {u,,}
generality, we consider just the sequence {uy, }

RY. Using (3.36), we write
{O <lun| <T} = [{d < |un| <T}N (Ui Br(yx))|

(3.36)

nen- Without loss of

nen- Now, choose {y tren C R such that URZ, B (yi) =

<Y {8 < fun| < T} N Br(yx)|
k=1
ad 3

SZ?Z‘%

~
Il

1
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where € > 0 is arbitrary. Up to a subsequence, it follows from the last estimate that
0< M= lim |[{6d <|un| <T} <e,
n—oo

which does not make sense for € € (0, M). Thus, the proof of the claim is finished.
At this point, using the Claim, (1.13), (5), and Proposition 2.10, we observe that

1
0<o<|{d<|un <T}NB.(yo) §/ ——H(x,u,) dx
{ <7 o) B, (yo) H(2,0)
_ 1
< min 4 67 75(1* / —H(x,u,)dx
{ } B,(yo) H(:1) (o n)

< Cgmin {5”7,5&} sup / H(x,up)dz — 0 asn — occ.
yER J By (y)

This contradiction proves that the second case is impossible. In other words, we prove that M = 0 is

always verified. Hence, our result follows from the first case. This ends the proof. O
Proof of the Strauss embedding theorem (Theorem 1.6). Let {uy}nen C era’;{ (R%) be a bounded se-

quence. Since eraji{ (R9) is a reflexive space, up to a subsequence, still denoted by {u,}

Uy, = u in era’:f(]Rd).

neN?

Without loss of generality, we may assume that u = 0. Using the continuous embedding W7 (R%) —
LM (R?), we can find a constant C7 > 0 such that

H(z,u,)dz < Cr. (3.37)
Rd
Let us fix 7 > 0. Since u,, is radially symmetric for all n € N,
/ H(x,up)de = / H(z,up)dx for all yi,y2 € R? with ly1| = |yz]. (3.38)
Br(y1) B (y2)

In the sequel, for each y € R?, |y| > 7, we denote by v(y) the maximum number of integers j > 1 such
that there exist y1,¥y2,...,y; € R?, with

Il = ly2l =+~ =ly;| =yl and Br(y:) N Br(yx) =0 whenever i # k.
From the above definition, it is clear that
v(y) = 400 as |y| = +oo. (3.39)

Let y € R?, |y| > 7, and choose yi, ... Yy(y) € R? as above. Thus, by (3.37), (3.38), and (3.39), we
obtain

v(¥)
Cr > / H(z, u,) dx > Z/ H(z, up) dzx
R4 i=1 Br(y:)
> o) [ Hleu)d.
Br(y)
It follows, by (3.39), that

C
/ H(z,up)de < —— =0 as |y| — +oo.
B.(y) V(y)
Therefore, for arbitrary € > 0, there exists R. > 0 such that
sup / H(z,up)de <e forneN (3.40)
ly|>Re J By.(y)
On the other hand, by [6, Theorem 3.12], we have the compact embedding

WH(Brs g, (0) = L™(Bryr. (0)).
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Hence, u,, — 0 in L*(B,, . (0)), and
/ H(z,up)dz — 0 asn — +oo,
BT+R5 (0)

which implies that

sup / H(z,up)de -0 asn — +oo. (3.41)
ly|<Re J Br(y)

Putting (3.40) and (3.41) together, and applying Theorem 1.7, we deduce that
u, — 0 in LY(RY).

4. APPLICATION

In this section, we prove our main multiplicity result. Recall that the problem under consideration
is the following one

—div (Wu‘pmwr?w -+ u(x)\vu|q(z,|w|>72vu)

+ V(@) (D20 4 (@)l 20) = Af(r, ), @ € RY,
First, we recall the definition of the Cerami condition, which will be needed.

Definition 4.1. Let X be a Banach space, and denote by X* its topological dual space. Given
L € CY(X), we say that L satisfies the Cerami-condition, (C)-condition for short, if every sequence
{un},en € X such that

(C1) {L(un)},>1 € R is bounded,
(C2) (14 |lunllx) L' (un) = 0 in X* as n — oo,
admits a strongly convergent subsequence in X.

To prove Theorem 1.9, we will use the following theorem, which can be found in the paper by
Bonanno and D’Agul [23, Theorem 2.1 and Remark 2.2].

Theorem 4.2. Let X be a real Banach space and let p, K: X — R be two continuously Gdteauz
differentiable functionals such that

i&fp: p(0) = K(0) = 0.

Assume that p is coercive and there exist r € R and @ € X, with 0 < p(@) < r, such that

sup K(u) B

O as) < K@ (4.1)
r p()

and, for each \ € p() ! the functional Jy = p— AK satisfies the (C)-condition

’ K(a)’ sup Ku) |’
u€p=1([—o0,r])
o p(1) r .
and it is unbounded from below. Then, for each A € =, , the functional Jy
K(@) sup K(u)

u€p~*([—oo,r])
admits at least two nontrivial critical points ux 1,ux 2 such that Jy (ux1) < 0 < Jy (ur2).

As shown in the statement of Theorem 4.2, the proof of our existence result depends on certain
properties of the energy functional associated with the problem (1.1). Therefore, we divide this section
into two parts. First, we examine the properties of the corresponding energy functional. In the second
part, we check the geometric conditions of Theorem 4.2 to ensure the multiplicity of weak solutions.
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4.1. Some properties of the energy functional. In this subsection, we work under the assumptions
of Theorem 1.9. We introduce the new double phase operator defined in (1.2), which is associated

with our problem (1.1), along with its corresponding energy functional. Let (W&/H(Rd)) be the dual

space of W™ (R?) with its duality pairing denoted by (-,-). We say that u € W/7(R%) is a weak
solution of problem (1.1), if

/ (|Vu|p(x’|v“‘)_2Vu - Vo + u(x) (|Vu\q<x’|v“‘)_2Vu . Vv)) dz
Rd

—|—/ V(x) (|u|p(x’|“|)_2uv + p(x) (|u|q<z’|“|)_2uv)) de =X [ f(z,u)vde
R? R

for all v € W‘l,’H(Rd). We define the functionals p, K: W‘:L/’H(Rd) — R by
plu) = / H (z,|Vu|) dx+/ Hy (z,|u]) dz and K(u) :/ F(x,u)dz.
Rd Rd RN
We are now prepared to examine the key properties of the functionals p and K.

Theorem 4.3. Let hypotheses (H) and (V) be satisfied. Then the functional p is well-defined and of
class C* with

(o' (u),v) = /d (|Vu|p(x’wu‘)72Vu -V + u(x) (|Vu|q(m’wu‘)72Vu . Vv)) dz
R (4.2)
+ /]Rd V(zx) <|u\p(1’|“‘)72uv + p(z) (\u|q(m""|)72uVU)> dz.

Moreover, the operator p' has the following properties:

(i) The operator p': W‘l,’H (RY) — (W&’H(Rd)) is continuous, bounded, and strictly monotone.

(ii) The operator p' fulfills the (Sy)-property, i.e.,

Up — U N W‘l,’H(Rd) and limsup (p' (up), un —u) <0,

n—oo

imply u, — u in W&/H(Rd).
(iii) The operator p' is a homeomorphism.
(iv) The operator p’ is strongly coercive, that is,

(¢ (u), )

—— 1 5 to0.
el 1,74 gy =00 Ul s gy

Proof. The formula (4.2) can be derived in a manner similar to the proof of [6, Proposition 3.16]. The
rest of the proof follows with similar arguments as in [0, Proposition 3.17]. g

Proposition 4.4. Let (H), (V) and (F) be satisfied. Then, the following hold:
(i) The functional K : W‘l,’H(Rd) — R is of class C* with
(K'(u),v) = | flz,ujvdz
R4
for all u,v € W&’H(Rd).
(ii) The functional Jyx = p — AK s of class C* with
(Ja(),0) = (¢ (u),v) = A(K'(u),v)  for all u,v € Wy (RY).

Remark 4.5. From Proposition 4./, it follows that the solutions of (1.1) correspond to the critical
points of the Euler-Lagrange energy functional Jy.

First, we present the following lemma that will be used in the proof of the main existence result.

Lemma 4.6. Let the assumptions (H), (Vo) and (F) be satisfied. Then, the functional Jy = p — AK
satisfies the (C)-condition for all X > 0.
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Proof. Let {un}, oy C W1 "(R?) be a sequence such that (C;) and (Cy) from Definition 4.1 hold. We
divide the proof into two steps
Step 1. We prove that {u,}, .y is bounded in W‘I,H (R9).

First, from (C;) we have that there exists a constant M > 0 such that for all n € N one has
[Jx (un)| < M, so

/ (H (z,|Vuy|) + V(2)H (2, |uy|)) dz — )\/ F (z,u,) dz| < M,
R4 R4
which implies that
pluy) — )\/ F(xz,up)de <M forallneN. (4.3)
R4
Besides, from (C3), there exists {e,,}, cyy With &, — 0*tsuch that
En Vg1
(T (un) ,0)| < Wy D for all n e N and for all v € WL (RY). (4.4)
1+ ||Un||W‘1/,’H(Rd)
Choosing v = u,,, one has
[ @t TV 4 Vate ) o [ ) o] < e
Rd
which, multiplied by , leads to
A
[ (e T TP+ Viaa o) do+ 2 [ ) de <o
Rd
for some ¢; > 0 and for all n € N. Invoking (2.5), we conclude that
A
—p(un) + — f(z,up)u,de < ¢ forallmeN. (4.5)
gt Jre
Adding (4.3) and (4.5) we obtain
1 .
> / [ — f(@, un)un — F($7un)] dz = F(z,u,)dx (4.6)
q iy

for all n € N with some constant C' > 0.
Arguing by contradiction, we assume that ”un”Wl’H(Rd) — +00. Then ||UnHW1,’H(Rd) > 1 for n large
\% \%4

Un,

enough. Let v, = € W&,’H(Rd), SO an||W1,H(Rd) = 1 and, up to subsequence, we can
\4

[[unl W (Ra)
assume that

v, = v in WEHRY  and v, (z) = v(z) ae.in RL

Note that, exploiting Propositions 2.14 and 2.26, we find that, for n large enough,

<J:\(un)a Un> = <p(un)vun> - e f(xvun)un dx

:/ a(x,|Vun|)|Vun|2dx—|—/ V(x)a(x,|un|)|un\2dx—/\/ flx,up)uy, de
Rd Rd R

>p p(un) — A [z, up)up, do
]Rd
> Hun|| 19 (gay /\/ flx,up)uy, de,
Rd

since HunHW‘ll"H(Rd) > 1. Thus

M >17/ Mu dzx. (4.7)

- n
HU‘TLH IH(R‘!) ||un||W1 H(Rd)
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From (4.4) and (4.7) it follows that

limsup/ Mun dz > 1. (4.8)

n—+00 JRd Hu’ﬂ H;;I;LH(Rd)
\%

For » > 0 we set
F(r) :=inf {F(x,s): r € R% and s € R with s > r} .
By (F)(ii)-(iv), we have
§(r) >0 for all r large and F(r) — +oo asr — +oo. (4.9)
For0<a<b<+ let
An(a,b) == {z e R*: a < |u,(z)| < b},

a

F
& :—inf{ |(T};8):x€Rd and s € R\ {0} Witha<|s|<b}.
s

Note that
F(z,un) > lu,|P  for all z € A,(a,b).
It follows from (4.6) that

C’Z/ F(z,u,)dz
Rd

=/ F(w,un)der/ F(:v,un)da?+/ F(z,up) da (4.10)
A, (0,a) Ay (a,b) A (b,+00)

> / F(x,u,)dz + / lun [P~ dz + F(b)|An (b, +00)|
A, (0,a) A, (a,b)

for b large enough. Using Theorem 1.5, we get . > 0 such that HUN”ET(W) < 'YTanH;V‘l/,H(Rd) = 3

with p~ <7 <p;. Let 0 <& < . By assumption (F)(iii), there exists a. > 0 such that

Fas)| < 5 C |sP" " for all |s| < a.. (4.11)

p
From (4.11) and Theorem 1.5, we obtain

-
An©0,a) llunll? 3 Ja,0.a0) lunl?

< / |v, P dz
3Vp- J A, (0,a0) (4.12)
E —
< _ P
< g lonl

zg for all n € N.

Now, exploiting (4.10) and assumption (F)(iv), we see that
C> / Fla,un) dz > F(6)| An (b, +00)].
Ap(b,+00)

It follows, using (4.9), that
|An(b,4+00)| = 0 as b — 400 uniformly in n. (4.13)

Set 0/ =

where o is defined in (F)(iv). Since o > pi,, one sees that p~o € (p~,p5).
o —
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Let 7 € (p*a/,p;). Using Theorem 1.5, Holder’s inequality and (4.13), for b large, we find

1 —
= ,

/ foul?™ de | < [An(b, +o0)| 7 / oul” 7 77 de
Ay (b,400) An(b,400)
/ |vn|” da
An(by“l‘oo)

< |An (b, 400)| - %_an”p*

7
a

T—p
= [An(b, +00)| " " 7
€
3(eC)
By (F)(iv), Holder’s 1nequa11ty, (4.10) and (4. 14) we can choose b, > rg large so that

An(bsa"l‘oo)
1

T / e
dz / v, [P 7 dz
A  (be,+00) Ap (be,+00)
< s g
<
3

< | Ap(b, +00)| 7 (
(4.14)

< uniformly in n.

9=

al-

(a: Up)
| [Pt

(4.15)

IA

F(x,uy,)da / lop|P 7 dz
Ay, (be,+00) Ay, (be,+00)

uniformly in n.

Next, from (4.10), we have

_ 1 _
/ |vp|P do = 7/ lun [P da
Ay (a,b) llunl? Ay (a,b)

W T (R)
C

Cb ||u7l||W1 H(Rd)

(4.16)
—0 asn— +oo.

. z,s) . . . . .
Since ||p’)1 is continuous on a < |s| < b, there exists ¢ > 0 depending on a and b and independent
Slp—

from n, such that

|f (2, un)| < clunlP 1 forall x € A, (a,b). (4.17)
Using (4.16) and (4.17), we can choose ng large enough such that
/ 7]6(36 n) Up| dz < / 7”(21,%)1' v, P da
An (asvb ) ||un|| 1 H(Rd) An(ac,be) "LLn|
< c/ |va|P dz
An (ac;be) (4.18)
C

SCp— =

Cas ||U’7L||W1 7 (R4)

< < for all n > ng.

3
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Combining (4.12), (4.15) and (4.18), we find that

/ ”fﬁxu")undlfﬁf for all n > ng,
un 1,H
(R)

which contradicts to (4.8). Therefore, {uy, }nen is bounded in W&’H(Rd).
Step 2. u, — u in W‘l,H (R%) as n — +o00 up to a subsequence.

Since {un}, ey C Wl’H (R%) is bounded by Step 1 and W, H(Rd) is a reflexive space, there exists a
subsequence not relabeled, that converges weakly in VV1 H(Rd) and strongly in L¥" (R%) (see Theorem

1.5), that is,

. 1,H (mod . bt rmd
up = u in W (RY) and wu, —u in L’ (R%).
Note that, from (F)(i), we have f(z,t) < c|t|b+_1. Therefore, using this in (4.4) with v = u,, — u and
passing to the limit as n — +o00, we obtain
(o' (up) ,up —u) =0 asn — +oo.

Since p’ satisfies the (S5 )-property, see Theorem 4.3(ii), we get the desired assertion of the theorem. O
Proof of Theorem 1.9. First, we assume that the assumptions of Theorem 1.9 are satisfied. Before
proving the main existence result, we introduce some notation. We fix an open ball centered at

zo € R? with radius R, which we denote by B (9, R), and we set wgr as the Lebesgue measure of the
ball B(xg, R) in R%, which is given by

wr = |B(wo, R)| = ——+

Next, let

p~ min {Rpi,Rf}
§ = B , (4.19)
max {1, || pt]loc} wr (Voo min { RP™, RI*} 4 207 +1-4(2d — 1))

where V., will be defined later. Further, we define
* b=
75 max {(qﬂ“)z gtr)m }

alr) == . , (4.20)

fB (a0, F(x,n)dz
max{ﬂ”* ne+}

B(n) ==

: (4.21)

where 95 = max {'yf;,fyg} and b is given in (F)(i).

Now, let p and K be as given in Subsection 4.1. First we see that p and K fulfill all the required
regularity properties in Theorem 4.2. Indeed, p is coercive due to Proposition 2.26(iv) and the func-
tional Jy is unbounded from below because of (F)(ii). Now, fix A € A, which is nonempty because of
(Hz), and consider @ € W‘l/’H(Rd) defined by

0 if z € RY\B (70, R),
- 2
i(z) = up == E"(R—u—xon if 7 € B (20, R)\B (0, &) =: S,
n lfl'GB(l‘o,g)
First, for x € S, we have that
2
unl = | R = o — o) = \ \ -

(4.22)
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Moreover, since V € C(R% R), we have V € L>®(B (zo, R)) and so we set Vo := ||V|| Lo (B(0,R))-
Step 1. 0 < p(a) <r
To simplify, we rewrite the functional p as

p(@) = pu (Vi) + puy (@),

where

Rd

R4
Using (2.5) and proceeding as in [3, Theorem 3.2, p. 743], we easily show that

w (Vi) = /Rd H(z,|Va|) dz

1
<L / Wz, |Va))| Vi d
p Rd

2,2 22 4.23)
1 277 P( R) 2,'7 4( R) (
=— = = d

p—/s<(R> R !

-
3 9a*+1 d(2d_1) max {1, |4 0o }

max {n’f nq+ } WR.

p- min{Rp ’1+}
Again, by (2.5) and invoking (4.22), it yields that
pu@) = [ (@ fa)de < = [ Vioha aDlalda
b Jra
= [ V) (Jupe D 4 a1 da
+ 7/ p(wm) + p(z)n q(:r’n)) dz
< 7/{/ (9“7 + p(z)n Q(Iﬂl)> dax (4.24)
+7/ W 4 () da
z()7 2

- Viz np(w i) + p(z Q(w,n) dz

< 7= max {1, oo} max {7 7" } o
p
Therefore, adding (4.23) and (4.24) and taking (1.15) in mind, it follows that

- 1 20" +1-d(d _ 1)
o) < p~ at
plii) < max {n"" ,n"" | <p— max {1, [|lloc } wr (VOO t i (R, R

X o (4.25)
= gmax{np ,n? } <.

Step 2. We need to verify the validity of condition (4.1).
From assumption (H;) and (4.22), we obtain

K (@) :/B(IOVR)F(J;,U) dx+/sF<x,21;7(R—|x—xo)) de/B(mOVR)F(x,n)dx.

2 2
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Hence, in view of (4.25), we infer that

F(xz,n)dx
K(a) - 6/3(10,?) ! '

p(@) — max {nr-,ni+}
On the other hand, fix u € W&H (R?) such that p(u) < r. Then, invoking Proposition 2.26, one has

(4.26)

+ + : P at
q'r Z q p(u) > p(u) Z min {”’U’HW‘l/H(Rd)’ HUHW‘]}VH(Rd)} : (427)
Thus, by (F)(i), Proposition 2.10 and (4.27), we get

sup K(u) < sup B (z,|u|) dz
u€p—1(]—o0,r]) u€p—1(]—oo,r]) JRE

- +
= sw )< s (maxful by Jullfeg })
u€p~t(]—oo,r]) u€p~t(J—oo,r])

+ - +
sup - (max (o oo {1l e )

u€p~t(]—oo,r

(vg max { () L (¢ ) }) .

Then, taking (Hy) and (4.26) into account, we get

sup K (u) ) (73 max {(q“)z+ ’(q+r)% }>

ucp=t(]—oo,r]) —
) < g = a(r) < ()

F(z,n)dz
5/B<won;> T K@
max {nP-,ne} = p(a)

IN

IN

This proves Step 2.

From Steps 1 and 2 and Lemma 4.6 we see that all conditions in Theorem 4.2 are satisfied and so
we conclude that problem (1.1) has at least two nontrivial weak solutions wuy 1,ux2 € VV‘l/’H (R%) such
that Jy (ua,1) < 0 < Jy (ur,2). This finishes the proof. O

5. CONCLUDING REMARKS, PERSPECTIVES, AND OPEN PROBLEMS

(i) Building on the key results established in this paper (Theorems 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, and 1.5) together
with those obtained by Bahrouni-Bahrouni-Missaoui-Radulescu [0], we believe that a com-
prehensive investigation of equation (1.1) is within reach, including aspects such as existence,
uniqueness, multiplicity, and regularity.

(ii) In a forthcoming paper, we will investigate the multiplicity and uniqueness of solutions for the
non-variational case of problem (1.1). In particular, we will study problem (1.1) involving the
gradient term Vu (or convection term) in the nonlinear data.

(iii) Throughout this paper, we focused on cases where the exponent depends on the gradient of
the solution. A natural extension of this work would be to explore what happens if, instead
of the gradient, the exponent depends directly on the solution itself. Specifically, we consider
the following equation:

—div (\Vu\p(z’w)ﬂVu + ,u(a:)|Vu|q($’|“|)72Vu>
(5.1)
+V(2) (|u|p<x,\u|>—2u n u(gc)|u|q<“"“|)_2u) = \(z,u), zeR%

As described in detail in [6], the key difference between the equation above and equation
(1.1) lies in the absence of appropriate Musielak-Orlicz Sobolev spaces. As a result, the proof
of Theorem 1.9 cannot be directly extended to equation (5.1). The original approach for
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addressing problem (5.1) involves constructing an auxiliary problem and then demonstrating
the existence of a solution to equation (5.1) by passing to the limit. We believe that for the
auxiliary problem introduced in [6], it is possible to establish the existence of two solutions
using methods analogous to those in the proof of Theorem 1.9. However, when passing to
the limit, these two solutions may coincide. It is therefore interesting to investigate whether
Theorem 1.9 still applies to equation (5.1).

(iv) Note that the proofs of Theorems 1.3, 1.4, and 1.5 rely heavily on Theorem 1.2. However, the
proof of Theorem 1.2 is specific to the particular N-function H. Therefore, it is important to
check whether the same results can be obtained for a more general N-function.

(v) We would like to highlight that the result obtained in Theorem 1.5 is not optimal. Specifically,
we established the compact embedding of W‘:L/’H(Rd) into a Lebesgue space with a variable
exponent. To achieve the optimal result, and following the approach used by Berger—Schechter
[17], a new compact embedding theorem for W1*(Q) is required, where (2 is a specific un-
bounded domain. Proving this result involves considerable effort, so we consider it an open
problem.
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